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English 9 Course Expectations

CLASS EXPECTATIONS:

Students are expected to follow all classroom rules and procedures as well as the school-wide policies for behavior.  The five main criteria for acceptable behavior are the Five Ps:

· BE PROMPT: In seat, pen and paper out, working on the “Do Now” BEFORE the bell rings.

· BE PREPARED: Have any homework assignments, special projects or materials ready.

· BE PARTICIPATORY: Call upon or respond to teacher and peers when prompted 

· BE POLITE: Do not talk when others are talking.  Be respectful and use academic language at all times (no profanity/put-downs permitted).

· BE PROACTIVE: Meet our expectations about uniform, personal items, grooming and behavior in order to uphold our school-climate. Also, communicate about any/or areas of concern.
CLASS GOALS:
My primary goals for all students in this class are to master the writing process, and learn to critically read and analyze novels and other texts.

TOPICS TO BE COVERED:

We will be covering a lot of material this year including: Narratives, Short Stories, Writing, The Power of Persuasion, Poetry, Drama, Functional Documents, and Research.

We will be reading (but are not limited to) the following: Of Mice and Men, To Kill a Mockingbird, Romeo and Juliet, and excerpts from many novels including Down These Mean Streets and Kite Runner.

MATERIALS:

Students will be required to bring the following with them to class EVERYDAY:

· 1 3-subject perforated notebook OR an English 9 section in a binder 
· Composition book
· 2 blue/black pens (no colored ink!)
· Of Mice and Men (optional)
· To Kill a Mockingbird (optional)
HOMEWORK:

Homework will be given at each time we meet.  Students are expected to complete the entire assignment and turn it in at the beginning of the next class period.  Students who do not complete the assignment will be EXPECTED to stay with Ms. Katzberg either during lunch or after school to complete it. 
ATTENDANCE:
 It is crucial that you are in class everyday.  If you are absent, it is your responsibility to come and get any work you missed while you were absent.  You may see me during my office hours or before school to obtain any work you missed.  Missing school does not mean you are not responsible for the assignment.    
MAKEUP EXAMS/RETAKES:
Students will have 1 week to schedule a time to make up the exam that was missed.  After the one week has passed, students will suffer an automatic 1 on the exam.  Students will be allowed to retake an exam if their initial grade was a 1 or a 2 (including those who have not made it up).  Students wishing to retake an exam must arrange to do so within one week after the exam has been returned.

LATE WORK:

Late work will only be accepted until the end of the grading period.  After a progress report has been sent home, work for that quarter will no longer be accepted. 
EXTRA CREDIT:

Students wishing to do extra credit work can see me during office hours or during lunch to get an assignment.  Students can do no more than 3 extra credit assignments per quarter.  Also, the THIRD Thursday of every month is extra credit day.  So, stay after school with me then to get an extra credit assignment.
GRADING:

Unlike a traditional grading scale, HCRAHS will be utilizing Standards-Based Grading. This grading system links all assignments to the standards taught in the subject area. If a student can show proficiency in all the Standards taught, then they will pass the course.

ASSESSMENT/ GRADING PERCENTAGES:

In class work, homework, graded do-nows, exit tickets, etc will all be weighted equally.  Most tests and papers will count for double credit.  Midterms, finals and longer papers and projects may count for up to triple credit.  I will let you know how much an item is worth when it is assigned.   
REWARDS/CONSEQUENCES:
· REWARDS:

1. Students who exhibit appropriate behavior and meet classroom expectations will be rewarded in a variety of ways.  Such rewards include verbal praise, positive phone calls, letters home, and a variety of surprises!
· CONSEQUENCES:

Students who do not follow the appropriate guidelines for behavior and whom do not meet classroom expectations will incur the following consequences in sequential order:
1. Verbal correction from the teacher
2. Refocus slip
3. Parent call/school detention
OFFICE HOURS/COMMUNICATION

I will have 2 hours a week called “Office Hours” designated as time to help students with their course work.  My hours are Tuesday and Thursday from 3:30-4:30pm.  Reminder, the third Thursday of every month is extra credit day!

Feel free to contact me anytime at: skatzberg@laalliance.org
The instructor reserves the right to make additions, changes, and deletions to the syllabus during the course of the year.

By signing this form, I acknowledge that I have read and understand everything in the  Course Expectations.
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